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Christine Hiebert’s antennae are preternaturally acute, 

surveying her environs as an artist would, as an architect, 

even, profoundly engaged by the world’s diversity, wondering 

about the “compatibility of disparate scales and disparate 

beings and how they co-exist.” Hiebert can become absorbed, 

for instance, by an insect, by the leaf it clings to, climbs up,  

by degrees transferring her attention to the branch, the tree, 

the great woods and beyond that, each a mark in space, 

surprising the emptiness. This has helped her, at times, to 

understand the “nature of things” that in turn furthers her 

understanding of  “the nature of the mark,” she said, but she 

never begins with an external experience, a mimetic impulse. 

She begins with the mark, the page, surveying it as its  

own world. 

Hiebert’s typical materials are ink, charcoal and graphite, 

although she can also dazzle with tape and other media.  

The present drawings display a wide range of blacks and grays 

from matte to translucent, textured and smooth, thick and 

thin, against different kinds of paper in various shades of 

whites, with a “great yearning,” Hiebert remarked, between 

“mark and paper,” pushing, pulling against each other, with 

and against gravity. At its core, her work is about the coupling 

between mark and space, as collaborators and accomplices. 

The process is fluid. Each gesture, each shape, is determined 

by the one that precedes it. She said she tried to suspend 

control, to permit revelation, “so that the drawing is an  

active participant in a conversation between me and it.”  

It is only the outcome that is fixed, when Hiebert, as is her 

prerogative, decides it is. She said that she would have  

liked to be an architect, to be able to make her marks 

substantive and physically move them about. In lieu of that, 

the installation of her projects is critical to the realization  

of her vision.

Architecture—a wall, a ceiling, a floor, a window—as a 

tangible structure, helps Hiebert to see her marks more 

clearly and therefore helps her to place them. Sometimes she 

draws directly onto the paper, the act immediate, straight- 

forward. But always searching for new ways to invent marks, 

she will just as often flip the paper onto inked glass, inscribe 

blindly on the side facing her with her thumbnail, her 

knuckles, what’s at hand, using whatever will further the 

image she is building. She has worked on the worn floor of  

a barn, incorporating the patterns and textures of the wooden 

boards into the drawing; she has been known to drive a car 

over them, to imprint them with tire marks and dirt. And she 

has rubbed handfuls of grass into the paper, to make a “real” 
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landscape. She shifts her marks, she sands them, erases  

them, all in the search for a more absolute presence. Above 

all, Hiebert wants her work to be real—to have definition, 

vitality and movement—relying on varying techniques  

to “keep the drawing alive, so it doesn’t settle down, doesn’t 

become inert.” 

Although her work might be considered spare at times, 

Hiebert’s most recent ventures are lavishly imaged. These 

taut, graceful constructions, weighted and gossamer, full  

of audacities and delicacies, are playful, almost matter-of-fact 

yet they address the ephemerality of being and the 

conundrums of transformation. Mark upon mark, they are 

miracles of consciousness temporarily caught, held, 

suspended in air, in space—solid, not. 

— Lilly Wei
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Untitled (rdl.12.9) 
2012, block printing ink, 
charcoal on paper  
50 x 42 inches



Untitled (rdl.12.6), 
2012, block printing ink, 
charcoal on paper 
50 x 42 inches
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Untitled (rdl.12.21) 
2012, block printing ink, 
graphite, charcoal on paper 
50 x 38 inches
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Untitled (rdl.12.13) 
2012, block printing ink,  
graphite on paper 
50 x 42 inches
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Untitled (rdl.12.16) 
2012, block printing  
ink on paper 
99 3/4 x 42 inches 
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Untitled (rdl.12.18) 
2012, block printing ink, 
charcoal on paper  
130 1/4 x 42 inches 
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Untitled (sc.12.2) 
2012, charcoal on paper 
30 3/4 x 22 1/2 inches 



Untitled (sc.12.20)  
2012, charcoal, dirt  
on paper 
30 x 22 1/4 inches
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Untitled (rd.13.7) 
2013, block printing ink, 
charcoal on paper 
28 13/16 x 22 1/4 inches
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The artist expresses deepest thanks for the generosities

of Marco Breuer and Mina Takahashi at Holler Farm and 

of the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, two extraordinary 

places where much of this work was produced.


