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Untitled (cg.18.20), 2018, crayon, pastel, blue tape on paper, 40 x 26 inches Untitled (cg.18.21), 2018, crayon, colored pencil, pastel on paper, 30 x 22 inches



6 7

Untitled (chg.21.3), 2021, charcoal on paper, 47 3/4 x 32 inchesUntitled (chg.21.2), 2021, charcoal on paper, 47 3/4 x 32 inches
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Untitled (cm.21.12), 2021, crayon, pastel, colored pencil on paper, 30 x 22 inchesUntitled (cm.19.12), 2019, crayon, graphite, colored pencil, tape on paper, 23 1/2 x 18 inches
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Untitled (cg.17.1), 2017, pastel, crayon, charcoal, graphite on paper, 15 x 11 inchesUntitled (cg.20.25), 2020, crayon, pastel on paper, 40 x 26 inches 
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Untitled (cg.18.10), 2018, pastel, pencil, crayon, conté on paper, 17 x 14 inches Untitled (cg.17.2), 2017, pastel, crayon on paper, 11 7/8 x 9 inches
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Untitled (cm.19.11), 2019, crayon, color pencil, graphite on paper, 23 1/2 x 18 inchesUntitled (cg.20.2), 2020, crayon, pastel on paper, 11 1/4 x 12 1/4 inches



16 17

Untitled (cg.21.17), 2021, pastel, crayon on paper, 11 5/8 x 9 inches Untitled (cg.17.4), 2017, pastel, pencil, crayon, conté on paper, 20 x 13 inches
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Untitled (cg.18.4), 2018, pastel, pencil, crayon, conté on paper, 20 x 15 inches

Restless 

I draw so I can free the moving line. My body is always in motion, if even at the slow, 
cellular level. My mind is restless, too. Because drawing is about movement, it is about 
being alive.

In the city, I go through my day observing myself and others around me. Our lives and 
actions are so many moving parts, bumping up against each other, or getting entangled, 
or not intersecting at all. Any symbiosis can seem like a miracle. On paper, I organize a 
scatter of marks into unanticipated coherence as an act of hope.

A few years ago I was camping deep in the Oregon forest. I felt myself insignificant 
there in the great woods, a vast network of tall trees that seemed to be communicating 
horizontally. I pulled out some paper at my campsite and played with color. I used water-
soluble crayons to make loose verticals, and a squeeze bottle to run horizontal lines of 
water through them. I worked at connecting them, until color lines spoke to each other 
across the raw space of the sheet, the way trees communicate across a forest. Implied 
grids became a metaphor, a visual measure against which to process unpredictability in 
the world. How much drama can the drawing absorb, can we absorb?

Under that gray sky of the northwest, the disappearance of sun for weeks at a time 
oppressed me. I needed to think about light in a new way. Even when the sun did not 
show, light had to be there—held and compressed in the green chlorophyll of plants 
and trees. I saw light to be inside the color. And I began to think more about unlocking 
that energy to illuminate the gesture of line.

Working during the isolation of 2020 and 2021, I had difficulty getting marks to connect 
to each other at all. I found that the less controlled cross-current of water provided a 
way forward. The work then unfolded as a conversation on the paper, a dialogue outside 
of myself. In a drawing, something always happens out there that I could not make up.

Christine Hiebert, September 2021
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